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FROM FOREIGN SHORES.

Consul Gibbs Writes From Madagascar—
The Supremacy of the French—Col-
ored Men Holding High Official Posi-
tion and Eligible to All Places ' of
rrust and Honor—A Dark Picture
From Home.

Tamative, Madagascar, Aug. 5 1900,
pear Friend Cooper: I have your fa-
vor June 14th last, in which you say
you would like to have a line from me,
that you ‘may let the friends nver here
know what you are doing., Well here
itis line upon line, if not precept, etec.
I am *‘‘still doing business at the same
old stand,” and doubt if I have any-
thing to say regarding this ‘‘far away
post,” that would particularly interest
your readers, engrossed as I perceive
they ave, in domestic phases and 1n the
alignment of our recent acquisitions.

Regarding the physical development
or moral progress of Madagascar, as
you Enow it is now a French province,
with & Governor General aud staff, all
appointees from KFrance. The Gov-
ernment is doing eonsiderable to open
up the country by means of telegraphs,
railroads, turnpikes and canals. At
Paris they recently voted sixty millions
francs (12 million dollars) fer a rail=
road from here to Tananarivo the cap-
ital — 200 miles from here, over & moun
tainous and broken country. The cap-

HON. M. W. GIEBS,
U. 8. Consul to Tamatave, Madagascar,

itsl is situated on a plateau 5,000 feet
above sea level, with a climate eool and
bracing, Here at Tamative a fire place
or heating stove In & house are un
konown appendages. The Hovas fora
long perlod were the rulers previous to
the conquest and occupation by the
Frsnch who by diplomacy ‘‘force and
iron will” the means usually adopted
by the strong when a coveted prize
looms 1n the distance, added an 1m’
mense territory to their colonial posses-
sioms, But perhaps in tbe interest of
civilization, the change 1s not to be de-
plored, The Hovas were & superior
class of the Madagascan people, the
rulere being men of educatiou and abil’
ity, but not equal in quality or quantr
ty to cope with the energy, wealth and
wilitary prowess of a powerlike France.

The mental and physical eonditions
of the great bulk of the natives were
vot, and are not, inviting; they were
held by a mild system of slavery, a
system that in substance still exists
under French rule as to forced labor on
public works, The severity of tasks
aud bad rum are said by a friendly 8o*
ciety at Paris in its protest, ‘‘to be faet
decimating theirnumber.” The French
&overnment, however, are establishing
an extension of schools for the natives,
where industrial training will be the
warked feature, and which on yester
day, the occasion being mi official visit,

the Governor was pleased to pay me, I
took paine to extol; as you know indus-
trial training 1s my pet. The (General
wisely remarking, ‘‘we wish first to
place the present generation in a posi-
tion to earm more money, so they will
be able to give their offspring a bigher
education if they wish.” The English,
Norwegians from America, the Friends
and other missions are doing some-
thing for their educational and moral
progress, but the appliances are meager
compared with the herculean task that
awaits them.

There is however this difference in
the problem here. There are colored
men occupying places of prominence as
officials, as tellers in banks, elerks 1o
counting houses and merchaut stores,
Here it is condition and net color,
wealth and position, the “open se:
same.”” On social occasions the broth:
er in black is in evidence, without spe
cial notice of the past, and strangest of
it all, on the following day, thesun and
other heavenly bodies seem to stand or
revolve in their accustomed orbits. My
health has been good although the bu-
bonic pest, periodieal in its visitations,
has been alarming in the suddenuneas
of its destruction of Jife. In the spring
it 1s again expeoted to alight without
‘healing in 1ts wings '’ Baut I will not
longer dwell on Madagascan peculiari *
ties, many of which, as elsewhere, are
rot chastening. What I am interested
in, and want to know about is, how
you are getting on with the ‘‘old
grudge?’’ If [ judge coreectly from the
journals that reach me, that during my
near three years' absence, its etatus,
unlike renowned grape juice has neith
er diesipated or improved by lapse of
time, and that lynehing and disfran
chisement gt1il have the right of way.”’
The expansion of our sovereignsy is
frought with complications and oner-
ous duties from the statesman, the
zeal of the bumarnitarium, and one of
reformer and friends of equitable gov-
ernment, uoflinching determination,
that kindness and justice shall be ced-
ed to the people thereof But is the
prospect for the diseminatiom or as-
cendency of these virtures either bright
or promising? If the exercise and en*
joyments of these attributes are not
growlng to miilions of the American
housebold, is it reasonable to expect
they will dominate abroad? There is
reason for apprehension that our cou*
gins in the East will find little change
of despotic tendencies amid the rank
and file of American adventurers. The
philosophy of our system of govern-
ment seems out of balance, Cicero wrote
“that excessive liberty leades both ma-
tions and individaals into execessive
slayery.”’

But amid the lights and shadows that
environ the Negroes he is neither un-
deserving of the assistance rendered,
and indispensible for educalional de-
velopment, which has been generous,
one for which he 18 grateful, although
handicapped by a prejudiee confront-
ipg on so many averues of induostry,
and forbiding his entry. Not undeserv-
ing for patient and non-anarchistin the
realms of labor, his right to possess and
epjoying equality of citizenship Is writ
ten witnh blood and bravery on the
battle field of every war of the republio
where he *fell forward as fite a man.”
Munificient contributions of Chriatians
and philanthropists, for missionary
work abroad, are greatly in evidenee,
given with a self complacency of duty
dove; but however, fail to vivify the
declining pulse beat for equality before
the law and juatice [at home. Mani-

festly there 1s an absence of that ar-

raignment and condemnation of wrong
done the weak, that contribated so
largely to abolish the ‘‘coor laws of
Eogland”’ and slavery on the United
States. History is the record, that it is
the men of moral courage and heroism
who by peu and voice, that socallity
and gain eannot intimidase and combat
evi) in their very midst that “leave
foot prints in the sands of time.” This
we know to be abandantly beneficial.

Baus is it not also true that the rap
idity of reform is accelerated by wis-
dom ¢in recognizing aright present
conditions, rather than by a strained
eonception of gratitude for the past.
Do we not trust too much to appesl,
folded avms, and the “masterly inactly.
ity” of the evea tenor of our political
ways, Gibbon in his “decline of Rome’’
wrote that ‘‘gratitude was expensive,”
It has taken a long time for the idea to
penetrate the Negro, but he should noet
be blamed If what phrenologist say of
bim be true, but he is abserbing and
asking if he is making the best practi-
cal use of his franchise by cohesion;
while every ofthes class of voters en-
Jjoy protection and emoluments by dli-
vision, I mustclose this letter already
too long. Don’t regard me a8 a pessi-
mist, 1 know that Bacon wrote that
‘‘men of age vbject too much"”, but the
fact is, Oooper, it has beenso long since
I heard a 4th of July hallelujah ehorus
that I aw getting out of tune.
MeKinley has been again nominated
I see, and doubtless will be eleected
with a Congress in harmony, thus giv
iug the party another lesse of power,
which, God grant, let us hope, may re-
dound to the welfare of all the people.
Say to my many friende that they are,
“though lost to sight to memory dear.”
Truly your friend,

M W, Gisms.

AN ALL STAR CONCERT,

A grand star concert will be given at
the John Wesley church, Conmecticut
avenue between L and M streets,
Friday evening, September 2lst, 1800,
under the augpices of the Bishop Wal-
ter’'s Club. On this occasion great
pleasure will be (aken to present Lhe
leading talent of the District. The fol
lowing named slngers and speakers will
participate: The Amphion Glee Club,
Prof. J. T. Layton. Mr. Winston
Payne, Miss Chanie Patterseu, Mis,
Lula Joy Brooks, Miss Mattle R
Bowen, Miss Otfie M, Brooks, Prof. J.
Henry Liewis, musical directer; Prof,
Wm, Braxton, pianist. Every oue who
wishes to spend an evening of pleasure
should not miss this opportunity of a
raretreat. Committeeof arrangements:
Mre. 8. I. Orme, president; Miss Mane
Brown, secretary; Mrs. M. R. Wrighs,
treasurer. Rev. B. J. Boiding, pastor.
Admiseien 25 cents, tf.

Geo. W. Wise
Furnishing Undertaker
PRACTICAL EMBALMER

000 M street. @eorgetewn,D. C.
Telephone eall, 103-83.

Lewis Biggers,
INSURANCE AGENT.

111 North Clinton, Bt., East Orange, N. J.

BICK, AOCIDENT, AND DEATH BENEFIT,
PAID PROMPTLY.
_—*—

Natiomal Benefit Association, Uapital Bav-

ings Bank Buiiag, Washingien,lhC.
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Born Clairvoyant & Card Reader

Tells abont business, Removes
Bpells and Evil Influences, Re-
unites the Separated and Gives

Luck to all. Cures Piles and
Drunkenness.

1228 2s5th st. n, w. Washington D.C.

B No letters answered unless ao-
companied by stamp.

W. H BUTLER,

PAINTY OLL

GLASS, &c.,
609 O BTREET, N.W.
Springtime is on, and your house
need touching up. We have just

what want,
W. H. BUILER, 609 C Bt., N. W.
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50 YEARS® .
EXPERIENCE

TrapE MARKS
DesIGNS

COPYRIGHTS &cC.
ng n sketeh and deseription may
SaF asceriam onr opinion free whether an
eyt i peehahle patentable, Communica-
anictly evmtidentinl. Handbook on Patents
pev UHEGaT pereney for securing patents,
witd taken through Munn & Co. recelve
! petice, without charge, in the

cientific American,
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wigtt oof any weentitie journal. Terms, 3 4
v tear taonins, $L Sold by all newsdealers,
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_.‘j & (. 3618roadway, New Yg[k

then 625 F St. Washington, D,

NOTICE!
REYNOLDS & REYNOLDS,

———— — ARCHITECTS
1210 U STREET, N. W.

Architects for College Buildings,
Churches, Chapels, Theatres, City
and SBuburban Residences from $300
up. Prospeotuses furnished,to intead-

ing Beme-seekers
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